aims /

identify gap or deficiency objectives

and importance
of addressing significance /

rationale

background needed to
make progress with problem

other review of

theoretical framework previous research

for data collection & analysis

theoretical justification
for hypotheses or
new approaches to try

explain / justify,
not just describe

methods

ethical clearance Y,

expected outcomes / results so far

budget and resources required

Timeline

timely feedback
has been
received on

project suitability

writing X
—

School should indicate
required structure and length

2. Typical
components
1.Purposes?
Confirmation
Documents
ensure

student has started writing

student has rigorously thought about project

work regularly with advisors

use to develop thinking

get feedback early

3. Succeeding

start writing early

learn to read like a reviewer

To discipline / field /
industry / society /

Clearly defined stakeholders

goals
Significant Suitable size, scope
clear & contribution and methodological complexity
project cogent
worth rationale Original
supporting contribution addresses clearly
identified
gap or deficiency
choices
Convince Methods Jjustified
review suitable &
committee feasible student aware
of limitations knows how to
handle these
ethical clearance
obtained
goals achievable in time frame
Can clearly articulate
research goals
Candidate
worth On top of
supporting literature

On top of methods

Communication skills
at required standard

Not essential, but helps if can demonstrate
capacity with some preliminary results

To improve quality,
not just pass/fail

\ Expect feedback on things to work on

General UQ policy: https://ppl.app.ug.edu.au/content/4.60.05-research-
higher-degree-candidature-progression-and-development

See your School’s website for a more detailed statement of what is required
of you.

D.R. Rowland, The Learning Hub, Student Services, The University of Queensland
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H H : Constructing the map 3. Identify questions which flow from each of (2) and the | 4. Look for follow-on questions and
Generlc Mlnd Map Of Focus Questlons 1. Develop aclear and research question as a whole. Generic questions to links.

H H complete statement explore include: 5. Questions and map can be devel-
for a theratu re REVIeW of your research a. Motivations for research: (i) significance of area; (ii) oped in any order. Once map is com-
A map for when you have defined your research question. question. gap / deficiency in existing knowledge plete, can add numbers indicating a

2. Underline each key b. Sources of new ideas / hypotheses logical order in which to write up the
A literature review is an exposition of the existing knowledge and term / concept / ¢. Theory to guide where to look for answers. map.
phrase. (Note that the placement of numbers on
reasoning which led you to believe that what you did was worth this map is indicative only, not necessarily
L Sy . . an order which will work in all circum-
doing in the way that you did it, written so as to convince the read- These are methodological issues which may require their stances.)
er of these things. own lit review and mind map to address.
How test? How determine if better? Are there possible barriers to imple- Ideas on how to overcome?
) b fth \ menting these “better” solutions?
o any of these
need testing? How inform method- In what ways are these H htth
. ow mi ese
ological approaches? potentially better? ] 8
be filled?
Why are these im- ___— What are the gaps in /
portant to address? our understanding? ® Where might we look /
/ ® What theories help for “better” answers / What gaps in knowledge / under-
. What do we ; . .
How can we fill us understand the solutions? standing are holding up progress?
in these gaps? @ Kknow about the issue of X?

causes of X?

“Better” in what sense?
How address?

/

Reason A 0) How c:hh{issue\of X be better/addressed? ® Why shouldn't we b /ﬁﬁ d TS What new teeh

Why is the issue of X — / y shouldn't we be satisne nologies / tech-
Reason B significant / important? with current approaches / with niques could be

Who is it important to? what's been done already? tried?
Reason C @ How is it currently being ad-

? i ? )
What methods have been used to dressed? / has it been addressed? What are the costs of not doing any-

investigate X and current ap- A thing / benefits of addressing deficien-
proaches to addressing? A C cies?
B s
/R Emplrlc'al / Justification of
z How might these / theoretical

hypotheses
X : S o e
Y Motivations? Advantages / Disadvantages / weak- / be addressed? justification?
The map from here would proceed contributions?  nesses / deficiencies?
very much like it does in this sect ion What issues

<till need to be _— How address?

addressed?
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